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' so *ar *rom susPecting anything, was charmed
-tlie discourse, and simply made a few corrections in
the style. The Abbe de Caumartin rejoiced at the suc-
CeSs of the snare he had laid, and felt quite bold enough
to d-^ver ^$ harangue.

day came. The Academic was crowded. The
an(* *e Court were there, all expecting to be
M. de Noyon, saluting everybody with a
i^faction he did not dissimulate, made his speech
his usual confidence, and in his usual style. The
replied with a modest air, and with a gravity
slowness that gave great effect to his ridiculous
discourse, ^ie surPrise and pleasure were general,
each person strove to intoxicate M. de Noyon
and more, making him believe that the speech of
tlie Abbe was relished solely because it had so worthily
praised him. The prelate was delighted with the Abbe
a.ncl the public, and conceived not the slightest mis-
trnst.

The noise which this occurrence made may be im-
agined, and the praises M. de Noyon gave himself in
relating everywhere what he had said, and what had
been replied to him. M. de Paris, to whose house he
went, thus triumphing, did not like him, and endeav-
otired to open his eyes to the humiliation he had re-
ceived. For some time M. de Noyon would not be
convinced of the truth; it was not until he had con-
sulted with Pere la Chaise that he believed it. The
excess of rage and vexation succeeded then to the ex-
cess of rapture he had felt. In this state he returned
to liis house, and went the next day to Versailles.
There he made the most bitter complaints to the King,